ADOPTED – APRIL 15, 2025

AGENDA ITEM NO. 4
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE MONTH OF APRIL AS

ARAB-AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH IN INGHAM COUNTY

RESOLUTION #25 – 169

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion and the Equal Opportunity Committee were tasked by the Ingham County Board of Commissioners to increase equity within the County; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County includes Arab-Americans who richly contribute to our community; and 

WHEREAS, each April “Arab-American Heritage Month” is observed to celebrate and honor the many achievements and contributions made by Arab-Americans to our economic, cultural, spiritual, and political development; and

WHEREAS, National Arab American Heritage Month was recognized in April 2021 by President Joe Biden, with the U.S. Department of State, some members of Congress and 37 governors issuing proclamations supporting the month; and

WHEREAS, the largest group, comprising nearly one-third of the Arab American population, are Lebanese Americans, and, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, Dearborn, Michigan, boasts the country’s largest percentage of Arab Americans; and

WHEREAS, according to Census Bureau data, Arabic is one of the fastest growing languages in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Arab-Americans are a vital and valued part of the population, making significant contributions to academia, business, medicine, law, technology, government, science, and social justice and making our county a better place to live; and

WHEREAS, Arab-Americans have resilient family values, strong work ethic, dedication to education, and diversity in faith and creed, which have strengthened our community; and

WHEREAS, it is important to recognize the heritage and culture of such an inspiring group of people and ensure acceptance, inclusion, and equality for all; and

 

WHEREAS, it is important to promote a greater awareness of the history and culture of all ethnic groups across our country.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby recognizes the month of April as “Arab-American Heritage Month” in Ingham County and urges every resident to take time during this month to acknowledge the Arab-Americans influential contributions and heritage that have helped us build a better Nation.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Pratt, Grebner, Sebolt, Peña, Johnson, Maiville
          Nays:  None     

 Absent:  Lawrence    
 Approved 04/08/25 
